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The Norse developed the use of a one piece
" bow. Used for huntlng and for battles Art s
“_wrltlng, and archeologlcal demonstrates that '::
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— archery did play an |mportant role in Viking
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' Some sagas mentlon archery NJaIs saga ,s(m-
wrltten in the 13th enturyA D recounts ‘events

' d

between 960 and 31 020 Gunnar Hamundarson
,‘ -
a f|erce warrior holds off a superlor foe at h|s

. home prlmarllyvﬁlth the use of his bow and
‘;arrows e R e
‘Other sagas like Olafs saga Tryggvasonar sy 5 g
descnbe Iarge sea battles where archers were -
used as snipers agalnst enemy leaders” . F
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Vlklng bows found |n the archeologlcal record "’;
were 'self bows,,made from a single’ stave of j,. ek,
wood. Other bows have been mentioned in . -".:.
\j&llterature It seems pbss_lble that the Vlklngs of ‘)

the medlevali age'mlght have been qwte famlllar a-
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_ The:f\g%tr/lungs skuggs1a a Norweg|an text from e
-around the. year 1250 dealing mainly with - " .
A .polltlcs and phllosophy was written for the |
P\ Norweglan king Magnus Lagabate as part of his
formal education.  ~ ¢ :
The book is divided into 70 chapters and 3 main
sectlons Chapter 38 pertains to the study of '
Vlklng archery. - ¢ PN e
The chapter is titled - weapons of offense and N
:defense and it mentlons the term ° hornbog| s
descrlbed as a shorter bow that IS |deaI for «
mounted archery /: , N % oo AL ~
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, CouId |t be possmle that the V|k|ngs could have R
Y ' come into contact with the Asiatic’ comp03|te A
35 \ ‘ | bows of the steppe' by the J1‘3_th) century? A
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